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F or some people, there’s no question of whether 
they’re a “dog person” or a “cat person.” But what about gerbils, 
horses, lizards, or birds? Each type of animal brings a new level of 

love and fun to our lives, but each also comes with its own unique set of 
pros and cons. Whichever type of animal you choose to bring into your 
home, there are things to think about, even if you grew up with animals 
and believe you know everything there is to know, says Denise Brittain, 
community outreach manager at Greenhill Humane Society (88530 Green 
Hill Rd., 541/689-1503, green-hill.org). 

“You’ve really got to think about who is going to care for these animals, 
who is going to walk them, get their food and water, train them, teach the 
rules of the house, exercise them. Kids want a puppy, but the puppies will 
grow up, and the kids get more involved with other activities. Animals 
still need that same time and attention they had when they were 
young.” Think about the setting of your home (apartment 
versus country farm); your financial resources and your 
ability to cover those vet bills you weren’t expecting; 
and who will care for the animal when you want to 
go on vacation. 

Animals bring so much pleasure to our lives, 
but it does take some adjusting to welcome one 
into our home. On the following pages, we share 
advice from local experts about some specific 
things to think about when you are considering 
getting an animal.
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PET
Do you have what it takes to be an animal’s companion?
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