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Personalities

Do you have what it takes to be an animal’s companion?

BY VANESSA SALVIA
OR SOME PEOPLE, THERE’S NO QUESTION of whether

they’re a “dog person” or a “cat person.” But what about gerbils,

horses, lizards, or birds? Each type of animal brings a new level of

love and fun to our lives, but each also comes with its own unique set of
pros and cons. Whichever type of animal you choose to bring into your
home, there are things to think about, even if you grew up with animals
and believe you know everything there is to know, says Denise Brittain,
community outreach manager at Greenhill Humane Society (88530 Green
Hill Rd., 541/689-1503, green-hill.org).

“You've really got to think about who is going to care for these animals,
who is going to walk them, get their food and water, train them, teach the
rules of the house, exercise them. Kids want a puppy, but the puppies will
grow up, and the kids get more involved with other activities. Animals
still need that same time and attention they had when they were
young.” Think about the setting of your home (apartment
versus country farm); your financial resources and your
ability to cover those vet bills you weren’t expecting;
and who will care for the animal when you want to
g0 on vacation.

Animals bring so much pleasure to our lives,
but it does take some adjusting to welcome one -
into our home. On the following pages, we share
advice from local experts about some specific
things to think about when you are considering

getting an animal.
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HORSES

IF your don't have experience with horses,
think twice befone ectting one, Linda |.H'|'.
vererimary technician ar el Oesre Equine
Haspiral (90238 Praicie Rd,, 541890005,
dedoereequinecom), acknowladges thar ooz
peopks don't decide "ot of the bhue™ thare they
want o ory out & borse, I someone decides
that they want o try 3 horse and they have o
|.'l:||.'|-.€m‘-.:-u|'||.‘| |-'.|'||.I'l.'|'|-.‘dla'. T|'||.'|.|. rhw,'u- a.:-.:-il.u: I
need o hoeok up with a tminer who can guide
theem,” she saye.

Maturalky, one consideration with a horse iz its
gize aned srrength. They are large animals and they
live in social sroups, Lay says, s the relationship
i= oot the same as one you'd have with a dog o
cat. I you'ne new e horses, the triner will toy ta
fird a beorze thar's laid back or maybse a lietle oldes,”
Lay =ays, “rather than a ywoume horse thar lacks
eraining, thar could hurt a person if they doo
hanae anw backarmoumd

Many  hore  owoers  live  within  che
metropeditan area and don't hine their owm
accommadarion: for a hose ar their home.
Lay pointz out that we have a lob of stables
in our area offering opportunities o obsere
hevrses or take kessons to ride and handle them,
Flus, YO ik fimd srables offerine different soyles
of horsemanship=a fooos en your favored riding
disciplioe, such az Wesrern or pleasure, for insance,
or whether you're umping, or vou're just a lakd back
rype of rider. “IC you show the borse a ot you may
want to stable vour horse at a higeer facility that losts
a ot of shows or events” Lay says, "Ok i vou just spend
timee mrocaning and broshing the horse and ecing on the
occasional trail ride, then you might wane the smaller, privare

harm with st a few stables”



DOGS

Creeenhills Denize Brirrain sugeests a few basic
comsiderations for those people interested in does,
“The first major ching ro think abour would be, do
VLl have children imvoboesd in your fa|1|.i|'|.'.'" zhie SAVE.
“Thar would make a real big difference in the decizion
tor et @ doo or a cat, What aee of an animal are you
loking forf OF course, everybody wants popgies and
kittens becawse theyre warm and fuzzy, bur puppics or
kitrens regueire a kot of tose and patience and rraining,
especially with a child irvobed” Really ger at the

hiarr af whar you want the deg foe peeasnal

protection, a family pet, or a dog thar'’s going o huoon
or herd. “Sometimes people really like a cerrain dog
bt we Ly find rhar those |.|-::-gr= ATE I"-"-"-“"E |‘||.:-|g5-=.
and they may have a tendency ro herd kids or other
andmals,” she sy,

Brittain goes on to note that there are breeds that
andmal experrs reeommend more highly than orhers,
particularly to be around children, "Some breed= do
conmee with a bad repuration, and fhere are golng 1o
b miore zafery things you will have to conzider.” <he
aavs, Unfaick maligred or sor, pir bolls, make some
people leery, especially when it comes to having vour
I.I'i'IE :nll."::lll:l:ﬁ! !III."IJ' ki!.“. :nll:l.‘! {I:I:ﬁ!:il:lE ALL il:ll:l!.'l.l:ﬂlll.l.' n'[l.'lill
home may be tougher.,

Britrain EHLES thar Creeenhdl]l does Fry' Bo arnconriags
people o adope adult does 2 vears old or older,
esgaecia Ly 0F they've thinking abour gerting a companion
for their child, "Animals require a kot of time, enerey,
and aoctalization, they meed o be exposed 1o new
thingz and people” dhe says. "By looking at an older
anbmal thar vy aleeady bave thar rraining, you can
mowe right inte a home situation.” For a family dog,
conzider those thar are able o olecare more nods
and activity, “Some breeds are better than others,
FIII.']:I E T [-ilt!:l'ill.l'i'll.".':—lh.l.'ll:ln' I:IIIII:'I'I TN fill:ll.ll.'r""ﬁl.'ll'l'lll'l:l.
dogs" Baur, she makes the case thar people tend to
lﬂ'ﬂ'w':u'ril]l:&' EI'II' ||'J|:|]H'|.'i|:|:|!.'|.|! 'i'lr I.I'i'IE'c. ".lrll.!lll LY
think that a Lab i= grear, bur vou meed e consider
that bndividual dops emperament,” she notes. “Joa
because they are a Lab doesn't mean they are going to
b 2 o Family dop”

Sometimes peopl go o Greenhill certain they
want a small dog, becanse of the perceprion thar these
pets may require kess time for exercize and are casier
tor oanaee physically, bor thars oo necessacdly a wise
decision. “Smaller dogs can be barky, nippy, more
protect bve,” Brivtain expladne. All dogs rely oo vou for
everything, throughour their whole life, Be prepared

] ]:rrl.wu:l.-l' -:!'.L”',.'-:".Ln' for the oesr 10 1 15 vears.



T4

CATS

[here's nor nuch in the world thar's cuter than a oy
kitten, but they don't say small for long, Kittens can be as
desriuctive to items in r]'u- |!|.-:l|'|!h' A8 Yome -.|.-:IL:.-'. u|.|.Tl| T|'|l."'g,'
learn where and how to s potty and are trained not to scratch
on the fueninare. “Kittens require supervision around kids, as
the kittens ane ‘lr:w‘ih* creatures and may =cratch,” povinies oAt
Brarrain. Flus, kirens can get into a lor of mischief if they are
||_'-|'r at |'||11II|_"' :-I_||!¢1'||_'.

Mamy al the considerations for gerting a car are the same
anes that Brittain encourtages people to think closely abowt for
dogs financial responsibiliey for food, licter, tove, medicioe,
amd wet hills; your home evvironment (1 once had a car that
vefused o stay indoors and would scearch our window scecens
in order te get outside? and if you have children in the home
Or ol :||'||.‘| T|'|l." Tempscrameint Llf r]'u- L|.|.-.|.l1. i|.‘|ll:'|] LAl 'Lu:ll'llu.' Cals
really don'®t like to be petted on the head or picked up, for
instance). (lder cars may oot want to play as much as kitrens
dee, but they come already trained to use a litter box and are
often happiest jusr to curl up in a comforrable lap.

[Catsare more independent than doas, which iz one thing that
makes them appealing. They can manage ar home unartended
for lomeger perind s of time than a dog can, bue they s6ill need a
comformable place ro sleep, protection from the elements, fresh
fovnd,, amd water, It may take several days for a new cat to adapt
[or WO hoime, 0 ]!lll.l'l-'in.l.l' them with a closer o 2ome other “:afe
ro=im tor tetreat b0, Male caks dotend g0 mark their territory,
amd this tendency is lessened if they are peurcred—which is
always a moodd idea anyway, as unaltered cats of cither =ex can
be difficulr o live wich: Unneutered males are very rerritorial
amd will fight with other cats they meet outside, and wnspeyed
fermales will “yowl™ rerribly and unstoppably while chey are in
heat. Scratchineg i= an undesirable bt NEeCeEsaTy behavior for
cars: minimize desrrucrion by e idimg yvour cars a suirable
place e seratch, then reward them with a treat whenever they
use it, just like you would with a dog for behavior thar you

want o encourage,
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Colleen Chiristian operates Colleen’s One Stop
Bird Shop (260 Greenkal Ase, 5414614397,
a store that's “just for hirds"” and she's been a
|1|r|.| IIJ'H'I.":I.I'T j’l.:ﬂ' -'!II:-I '|I.'i|]'?-. ‘I‘!I'j’ll:ﬁ' .-1|:|.'!."::IIII.' II'.I.'E,'?-
a bird, they should research them and rake inte
congderation the peraon’s age,” Christian sys, “1z
it for a child or for themeelves" A big bind could live
51 years, s really think abonr the age of the person
aned by mooch time they want to spend with the
bird.” Chrdstian svs people comse to her shop who
have never had a big bird before, and they want a
e, for instance. “Thar's not practical,” she sy
"Thes're big, they bite, they have atritude, The firste
(AN III.rI.I W TIET, ||||L'.'¢"- I III"l-:“' 1.|'r'_¢' 1:||||'|"¢ I.!.":!Eﬂ.'il.l:lll'
ahout the bird, they'ne going to have problems,”

:"«'1;" HWE AR .-ll."l.:l I'."i]:!'ll.?-'l'ﬂ.'. L2 4] '||.:‘.|. :III.-“I Wwand o
srart with a bird thar cosr= 550 rather than 55,000
P anacaws could cosr even moee thamn thar, T
the average price i= 31,500 oo 55,0000 Some binds
talk, soane Birdz stog odeely; some bdeds are congeos

to sEay ina case, and some aren'.

For child ren, Chriztian
recomnends a cockarlel. “They're
not & bot of expense, they like oo
o ek af thelr cape and be on wor
shonlder and hane out,” she says, 1T
s wand your bied 10 talk, consider
a smialler convre, or for a bigeer bird,
am Adrican gray pareot. Cheakers (2
type of parrotd are also pood birds for
il '!."::III:I:IE ||I.'r.'ﬁ:'||:|.. ';..:illli-l.ril."h\.| r.:||r|.=l'i:-|.||
says, talk a lot and play with their roys,
I'Illr .-“.'\.'Illl E ]:llrll '!."::III LALE II.-lEI.':I.I.!.' i||||.|
interact with, "So they can entertain
ot and ol be hands-on,” she says,

Aseess oyour  pgemeral  life
PR R TNE] HA N TR I'II':I-I.:I:I'l' Cowrernmet ieee Mo a
hird. “Are you married, single, home
a Lo, poane o bor!™ Chelaplan explains.
"Birds are kind of like another child:
They make demands: on yow. They
don't wane oo be alone. Theyre Cock
amdmals by naruee s they wane
be with their flock—which is their
presople.”

Chiriztian started making her own
bird food Gealled Breeders Cholee
deluze seed mizes) in the lare 1950,
when there weren® speciflic foods
available for birds—people often fed
their pet birds wild bird food or ca
or dog food, For those whoe already
hawve birdz, Colleen's Ooe Stop Bind
Shop offers bird sitting, wing and
||.-||.|. |r'||:||]|:|i:|:l|i',| H.II':I. rI.I.I k.l.ll':l.?- IIj. |1|r|.|
products, including Christians own
IIIL':':.lll':I:I?-i'I'\.' III.D:I. |||'|.‘¢. .I:!'I. AL '::III
another thing ro keep in mind about
Birds They have strong bemks and

like oo chew things up.
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Shaun Mangan, salvwarer specialise at Aqua Serene (2830 W
Ith Ase., 54130289073, aquoserensoom)  recommends (ish
for a number of reasons: Fich fanks are an easily cleaned, scf
contatoed wodt; no lirer bos, Tood beawl warer bowl aod Dleas o
wiorry aboart, “Some people enjoy the peacelulne:s and serenity of
e iy aned s peopke engoy the sbandey of &, warching the
fish grom and orowing their corral and plants o the highest kevel,”
Mangan s “We sy thar people wer the fish bug” becanse one
tank wenally beads to more tanks. The care irvolved is ourweighed
by the exsjoyment. And for people who base allergies, a fisho rank
may be the only way to ger a pet into the bouse for their kids”
Hivlmg a rank a1 home or dnca elasssoons alas rroduces 2 mweans
for kid= to kearn abour basic water chemistry—even if they don't
realize theyne larndong ar the rime,

2 course there is some upkeep and care, and dectricity—"You
ot b v prhoe soe dog o car dn,” Mangan noves, “bar mosdog
the warer o chean the tank} st a= great a task s people think
Feophke cten think you Tanse ro claoge cur 3 oc B0 percent of the
water, which is a bot of water bo mose i your have 2 large tank, bur we
recownnersd repbaciog 15 w0 20 pervent an each cleaning, s it often
nict as much work a= peopke think.™

:".-1:|||54.|| AfE I||:|I tlunks in Al o oewies aih a2 |:i|:u.|1||E
Memo, more people are inerested i basic salowater tank setups,
which las posbed doswn the coar of agquachmss and Tz, The wa
fich are collected has also improved, Mangan says, so people donk
bt feed Do abour thar, “Fifreeas ro 30 vears agoy people used o
collect fish by means that were not accepeable, and damaging to the
erwironment and o the fizh populanions. Bor as of the e fiaee or 10
vears, regulations heve become a kot more stringent, which iz a gres

thuiog tor presersie the Gab foe the ko oo for everyone to endgoy”









